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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed January 9, 2003. 

2. Claims 9-44, 49-53, 67-73 are allowable. 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mark Wilson on January 28, 2003. 

5. The application has been amended as follows: 

A) Claim 49-53 have been amended to delete "nucleotide" in the preamble and 
replace therefore - - polynucleotide- - as previously claimed. It is noted that the marked 
up version and the pending claims do not match the previous amendments directed to 
these claims. 

B) Claims 47-48, 54-66 have been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. 



6. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 




Application/Control Number: 08/674,311 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1634 

The claims are drawn to an isolated nucleotide sequence which encodes a 
polypeptide comprising SEQ ID NO: 2. 

The prior art does not teach a nucleotide sequence which encodes the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 2. While several papers have discussed large chromosomal 
regions, the prior art does not teach a nucleic acid sequence encoding the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2. The dependant claims require a specific 21 , 30, 40 
nucleotides from 122-970 of SEQ ID NO: 1. These isolated nucleotides, because they 
depend from Claim 39, still encode SEQ ID NO: 2. 



7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Jeanine Goldberg whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-581 7. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Jones, can be reached on (703) 308-1 1 52. The fax number for this 
Group is (703)305- 3014. 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Jeanine Goldberg 



January 28, 2003 




